
50th Anniversary Year Gala Dinner 
 

The final event in this year’s 50th Anniversary celebrations was a gala dinner in the 

Annesley Room of the Slieve Donard Resort and Spa on Saturday 19th October. 

 

Fifty-four ramblers, partners and other guests put on their finery and turned out to celebrate 

the end of the 50th year of the Mourne Rambling Group, and to look forward to the start of 

another half century of hill walking. 

 

Seating was at round tables, which encouraged lively conversation, but meant that some of 

us ended up with a crick in our necks as we looked over our shoulders to enjoy the looped 

slideshow of all the pictures submitted for the photographic competition that was being 

displayed at the front of the room.  These photographs varied widely, including views from 

different seasons, away trips, sunsets and pictures of Mourne Ramblers down through the 

years – both in colour and in black and white. 

 

The competition had been judged by an independent adjudicator and the winning 

photographs in each section, as well as those commended and highly commended, had been 

mounted on cardboard and placed on display at the front of the room during the meal.  The 

owners of these photographs were able to take them away at the end of the night – a fitting 

memento of a wonderful competition.  Many thanks to Bert Rima and Harry Goodman for 

organising the photographic competition and then creating the slideshow – it was the cause 

of many a conversation during the dinner! 

 

In addition, Dora McCavera’s beautiful watercolour of Ben Crom Reservoir was on display 

throughout the evening.  It was admired by many of her fellow ramblers before the meal, 

and was then won by Irene Cauley in the draw at the end of the night. 

 

The dinner itself was well received, and diners were impressed by the room and the service 

provided by the banqueting team.  We were fortunate to have another mountain-themed 

cake to celebrate the occasion, once again supplied by one of Norman Patton’s large circle 

of friends.  This cake was rectangular in shape and reflected the occasion by being 

decorated with a map of the Mournes, highlighting the Mourne Wall, with a compass (of 

course!) overlaying part of the map, and the logo for the 50th Anniversary celebrations. 

 

At the end of the meal, whilst we were being served tea/coffee and pieces of the cake, we 

had the pleasure of listening to a presentation on the Restoration of the Mourne Wall, 

delivered by Niall McGivern from GEDA Construction and Alice Whittington from RPS, 

both of whom were closely involved with the project.  Members thoroughly enjoyed the 

talk, and the questions at the end had to be cut short (or we’d still be there!)  Many members 

took the opportunity of having a chat with Niall and Alice after the formalities had ended. 

 

In short, a very enjoyable night was had by one and all.  Many thanks to Fionnuala 

Carragher for organising the event. 

 



 
 

   The 50th Anniversary Gala Dinner Cake 

 

 
 


